Laboratory evaluation of the biocontrol potential of Mesocyclops thermocyclopoides (Copepoda: Cyclopidae) against mosquito larvae.
Biocontrol potential of Mesocyclops thermocyclopoides against first instar larvae of Anopheles stephensi, Aedes aegypti and Culex quinquefasciatus was studied under laboratory conditions. It was found that M. thermocyclopoides had the highest predation efficacy against Ae. aegypti followed by An. stephensi and Cx. quinquefasciatus. There was a significant reduction in the predation efficacy of M. thermocyclopoides against Cx. quinquefasciatus in the presence of alternate food (p < 0.01). The cage simulation trial indicated that M. themocyclopoides has the potential to control Ae. aegypti breeding effectively in a container type of habitat.